By Lindsay Brock

Men and women compete alongside
each other at exactly the same level
in equestrian sport — one of the only
Olympic disciplines where such a phe-
nomenon exists.

To that end, Jolicoeur has dedicated
a portion of her support of the Winter
Equestrian Festival to showcase women
who strive for and achieve success at one
of the most competitive show circuits in
the world. For the eighth consecutive
season, she will present the Martha Joli-
coeur Leading Lady Rider Award each

week of WEF, running through April 1
at Palm Beach International Equestrian
Center.

“Wellington attracts some of the best
riders in the world, and for me, as a
rider and a sponsor of WEF, that is re-
ally exciting,” said Jolicoeur, who is a
part of the elite Douglas Elliman Real
Estate sports and entertainment divi-
sion. “When I was competing, one of my
biggest goals was to try and earn leading
lady rider accolades, and I have enjoyed
providing recognition to women who

Rising U.S. star Jennifer Gates aboard Pumped Up Kicks claimed
the Martha Jolicoeur Leading Lady Rider Award, presented by
Martha Jolicoeur (right) and Sharon Loayza (left) of Douglas

Elliman Real Estate, during last year’s Winter Equestrian Festival.
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achieve that honor at WEF. I love meet-
ing these athletes and helping them to
feel accomplished within a pool of su-
perb riders and horses.”

Jolicoeur will present the weekly
Martha Jolicoeur Leading Lady Rider
Award, given in memory of fellow Real-
tor and horsewoman Dale Lawler, to the
high-score female rider based on per-
formances in the weekly WEF Challenge
Cup Series and Grand Prix events. In
addition, the cumulative highest scor-
ing female rider will be presented with
the Overall WEF Leading Lady Rider
Award at the completion of the festival.

In addition to presenting the rider
award, Jolicoeur is the title sponsor of
the Low Junior/Amateur-Owner Jump-



during week nine last year and was

awarded the Martha Jolicoeur Leading Lady Rider Award from David Creps, Isabel Jolicoeur and
Martha Jolicoeur. (Right) Martha Jolicoeur (left) presents the Martha Jolicoeur Overall Leading
Lady Rider Award to two-time Canadian Olympian Tiffany Foster during the 2016 WEF.

er division throughout WEF. The divi-
sion consists of three jumping events
each week, including the $10,000 Low
Junior/Amateur-Owner Jumper Classic
held each Sunday.

“I think it is really important to draw
attention to the fact that the equalizing
factor in horse sport is the horse, and
Wellington is a prime example of how
horses bring us all together,” said Joli-
coeur, who competed around the world
as a show jumping competitor. “Welling-

ton offers an equestrian lifestyle that is
not found just anywhere. Everyone here
speaks the same language, and that lan-
guage is horse. Whether you’re a judge
at the show, a groom in one of the barns
or an equestrian Realtor, we all have a
common bond in the athleticism, beau-
ty and welfare of horses.”

A top Wellington broker for home
and farm real estate, Jolicoeur has been
a steadfast sponsor of WEF since 2010
and has been serving the surrounding

communities as a dedicated broker
since 2005. However, her support of the
booming equestrian industry in Wel-
lington has existed for decades.

Originally from the northeast, Joli-
coeur officially relocated to Wellington
in 2005, but her introduction to the win-
ter equestrian capital of the world oc-
curred much earlier. She began riding
in Westport, Conn., and commenced
her annual pilgrimages south in 1979,
falling in love with Wellington as a ju-
nior rider.

Jolicoeur’s career in the saddle be-
gan with many titles on her small junior
hunter, Movie Star, including winning
the Best Child Rider Award at the Penn-
sylvania National Horse Show and nu-
merous circuit championships at WEF.

She continued climbing the ranks
to train at the Grand Prix level with Ca-
nadian Olympian Ian Millar and U.S.
Olympian Norman Dello Joio and, in
1985, Jolicoeur was named the Ameri-
can Grand Prix Association Rookie of
the Year. Under the tutelage of famed
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horseman George Morris, she had the
opportunity to travel the world, making
a name for herself at competitions in
England, Holland and Belgium.

Jolicoeur’s experience in the ring
segued into a career in equestrian real
estate when she earned her license in
1991. Serving another location steeped
in equestrian tradition, she started her
real estate endeavors in Middleburg,
Va., before answering the call to return
to Wellington full-time. Since then, she
has watched the evolution of Welling-
ton’s equestrian community transform
and flourish with each passing season.

“Wellington and the Winter Eques-
trian Festival have equipped me with
unique opportunities to help buyers
and sellers find their own piece of horse
heaven,” Jolicoeur said. “It is an honor
to be involved with the Winter Equestri-
an Festival and to interact with some of
the world’s top show jumping athletes,
trainers and owners looking to sell a
property or find a place to call their own
in Wellington.”

(Left) Margie Engle kicked off the 2018 season
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by winning the first Martha Jolicoeur Leading L;:-ldy

Rider Award. She was presented with prizes by Jolicoeur (right). (Right) After a season of top
finishes at WEF, U.S. rider Laura Chapot claimed the Martha Jolicoeur Overall Leading Lady Award
in 2017, presented by Jolicoeur and her team at Douglas Elliman Real Estate. PHOTOS BY SPORTFOT

Jolicoeur’s real estate business caters
exclusively to equestrian clientele.

“I'have found my calling,” she said. “I
feel the same passion and joy for help-
ing my clients buy and sell properties as
I did when I was competing in the show
ring.”

Itis a role she is uniquely qualified to
fill after decades in the industry.

“I am a horsewoman,” Jolicoeur said.
“I understand what equestrian clients
need and want for their horses and their

families. That understanding, as well as
my involvement with equestrian events
like the Winter Equestrian Festival, puts
me in front of a very specific audience,
but it is an audience that speaks my lan-
guage and looks to me to help them
make Wellington home.”

To find out more about Jolicoeur and her
range of property listings, visit www.mar-
thasproperties.com. Also, find her on Face-
book and Instagram for a behind-the-scenes
look at her available Wellington properties. B
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